SERMON TEXT - 1 TIMOTHY 3:1-13
1 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer,
he desires a noble task. 2 Therefore an overseer must be above
reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled,
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but
gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his
own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5
for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how
will he care for God’s church? 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he
may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of
the devil. 7 Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that
he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.
8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not
addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. 9 They must
hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 And let them
also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove
themselves blameless. 11 Their wives likewise must be dignified, not
slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things. 12 Let deacons each
be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their own
households well. 13 For those who serve well as deacons gain a good
standing for themselves and also great confidence in the faith that is in
Christ Jesus.

FOLLOWING WELL
1 TIMOTHY 3:1-13

Theme: Leaders are called to first be followers of Jesus

#1 - The Office of Elder
A. Elder: The Care and Oversight of God’s People
B. Qualifications: Above reproach

#2 - The Office of Deacon
A. Deacon: Serving God’s People
B. Qualifications: Dignified
Other Passages
Revelation 2:2 “ ‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you
cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles
and are not, and found them to be false…. 4 But I have this against you, that you have
abandoned the love you had at first.
Matthew 16:21 - From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be
killed, and on the third day be raised.
Titus 1:5-7 This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into
order, and appoint elders… 7 For an overseer, as God’s steward, must be above
reproach.
Ezekiel 34:2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel… Thus says the Lord
God: Ah, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds
feed the sheep? 3 You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the
fat ones, but you do not feed the sheep.
Acts 6:2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not
right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables.
Luke 22:26 But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as the
youngest, and the leader as one who serves. 27 For who is the greater, one who reclines
at table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you
as the one who serves.
John 13:8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I
do not wash you, you have no share with me.”

