
SERMON TEXT - ECCLESIASTES 12:1-14 

1   Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days 
come and the years draw near of which you will say, “I have no pleasure in 
them”; 2 before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars are darkened 
and the clouds return after the rain, 3 in the day when the keepers of the house 
tremble, and the strong men are bent, and the grinders cease because they are 
few, and those who look through the windows are dimmed, 4 and the doors on 
the street are shut—when the sound of the grinding is low, and one rises up at 
the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song are brought low— 5 they are 
afraid also of what is high, and terrors are in the way; the almond tree 
blossoms, the grasshopper drags itself along, and desire fails, because man is 
going to his eternal home, and the mourners go about the streets— 6 before 
the silver cord is snapped, or the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher is 
shattered at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern, 7 and the dust 
returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it. 8 Vanity 
of vanities, says the Preacher; all is vanity. 

9   Besides being wise, the Preacher also taught the people knowledge, 
weighing and studying and arranging many proverbs with great care. 10 The 
Preacher sought to find words of delight, and uprightly he wrote words of truth. 

11   The words of the wise are like goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the 
collected sayings; they are given by one Shepherd. 12 My son, beware of 
anything beyond these. Of making many books there is no end, and much 
study is a weariness of the flesh. 

13   The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God will bring every 
deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil. 

THE END OF THE MATTER 
ECCLESIASTES 12:1-14

Theme: The purpose of life under the sun is to prepare us for eternal 
life with our Creator. 

#1 The Final Conclusion: Remember Your Creator 

 A. God is Creator (v. 1) 

 B. We are Creatures (v. 2-8) 

#2 The Final Final Conclusion: Fear God and Keep His 
Commandments 

 A. Fear God (v. 9-14) 

 B. Keep His Commandments (v. 9-14) 

Other Passages 
Romans 8:22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in 
the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were 
saved… 

Psalm 23: The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He makes me lie down in 
green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 3 He restores my soul. He leads 
me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.  4  Even though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod 
and your staff, they comfort me.  5  You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever. 

John 10:14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me… 27 
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.


