SERMON TEXT - ECCLESIASTES 9:1-12
1 But all this I laid to heart, examining it all, how the righteous and the wise
and their deeds are in the hand of God. Whether it is love or hate, man does
not know; both are before him. 2 It is the same for all, since the same event
happens to the righteous and the wicked, to the good and the evil, to the clean
and the unclean, to him who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. As the
good one is, so is the sinner, and he who swears is as he who shuns an oath. 3
This is an evil in all that is done under the sun, that the same event happens to
all. Also, the hearts of the children of man are full of evil, and madness is in
their hearts while they live, and after that they go to the dead. 4 But he who is
joined with all the living has hope, for a living dog is better than a dead lion. 5
For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing, and they
have no more reward, for the memory of them is forgotten. 6 Their love and
their hate and their envy have already perished, and forever they have no more
share in all that is done under the sun.
7 Go, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart, for God
has already approved what you do.
8 Let your garments be always white. Let not oil be lacking on your head.
9 Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your vain life that he
has given you under the sun, because that is your portion in life and in your toil
at which you toil under the sun. 10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with
your might, for there is no work or thought or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol,
to which you are going.
11 Again I saw that under the sun the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to
the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to
those with knowledge, but time and chance happen to them all. 12 For man
does not know his time. Like fish that are taken in an evil net, and like birds that
are caught in a snare, so the children of man are snared at an evil time, when it
suddenly falls upon them.
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The Obituaries. Funerals. Calling hours. Undertakers. All words that
signal finality. But why do we wait until “the end” to talk about our
end? Life is preparation for death. To die well, one must live well. But
because the human mind has the capacity to put off the future, many
do not prepare in the present. We must learn:
What we do now, counts Then.

In the Past (8:16-17)

We’ve been here before: 2:12-16; 3:2; 3:18-22; 4:1-2; 6:1-6, 12;
7:3
How we view death will be how we live life: 8:16-17

NOW AND THEN . . . (9:1-6)
. . . Remember, Appearances Can be Deceiving (1-2)
. . . Remember, Living is Better than Dying (3-4)
. . . Remember, Do It Now, or Not at All (5-6)

NOW OR NEVER . .(9:7-10)

. . . Enjoy Contentment (7)
. . . Enjoy Comfort (8)
. . . Enjoy Companionship (9)
. . . Enjoy Confidence (10)

In the Future (9:11-12)

“Humanly speaking,” “Not necessarily,” “It does not always
follow”
We can be sure of no-thing, but one-thing

