SERMON TEXT - | PETER [:3-9

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to
his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by
God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while,
if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested
genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it
is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at
the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love
him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with
joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 2 obtaining the outcome of
your faith, the salvation of your souls.

ROOTED IN JOY
| PETER 1:3-9

| can say with complete truthfulness that everything | have ever learned in my
seventy-five years in this world, everything that has truly enhanced and
enlightened my existence, has been through affliction and not through
happiness, whether pursued or attained. In other words, if it ever were to be
possible to eliminate affliction from our earthly existence... the result would
not be to make life delectable, but to make it too banal and trivial to be
endurable. This, of course, is what the Cross signifies.

-Malcolm Muggeridge

Theme: Because we have been born again, our lives are rooted in joy.

#1 We Have Been Born Again! (v. 3a)
A. To a Living Hope (v. 3b)

B. To an Inheritance (v. 4-5)

#2 In This We Rejoice! (v. 6a)
A. In the Midst of Trials (v. 6a)

B. In the Outcome of Our Faith (v. 8-9)

Other Passages

John 3:1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler
of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we
know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs
that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say
to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4
Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he
enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born? 5 Jesus answered,
“Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that | said to you, "You
must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its
sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside,



