SERMON TEXT - ECCLESIASTES 3:16 - 4:3
3:16 Moreover, I saw under the sun that in the place of justice, even there was
wickedness, and in the place of righteousness, even there was wickedness. 17 I
said in my heart, God will judge the righteous and the wicked, for there is a
time for every matter and for every work. 18 I said in my heart with regard to
the children of man that God is testing them that they may see that they
themselves are but beasts. 19 For what happens to the children of man and
what happens to the beasts is the same; as one dies, so dies the other. They all
have the same breath, and man has no advantage over the beasts, for all is
vanity. 20 All go to one place. All are from the dust, and to dust all return. 21
Who knows whether the spirit of man goes upward and the spirit of the beast
goes down into the earth? 22 So I saw that there is nothing better than that a
man should rejoice in his work, for that is his lot. Who can bring him to see
what will be after him?
4:1 Again I saw all the oppressions that are done under the sun. And behold,
the tears of the oppressed, and they had no one to comfort them! On the side
of their oppressors there was power, and there was no one to comfort them. 2
And I thought the dead who are already dead more fortunate than the living
who are still alive. 3 But better than both is he who has not yet been and has
not seen the evil deeds that are done under the sun.

LIVING FOR JUSTICE- CODY A. BROBST
ECCLESIASTES 3:16 - 4:3

Theme: God is our perfect Judge who enables us to long for and work
for justice at the same time.

Vanity #1: The Wicked Go Unpunished- vs. 3:16-17
Worldly Perspective- A World of Bad Referees
Eternal Perspective- God Knows There is a Judgment
Vanity #2: Death is Inevitable- vs. 3:18-22
Worldly Perspective- Eat, Drink, and Be Merry
Eternal Perspective- God Knows There is an After-Life
Vanity #3: The Oppressor Stays Powerful- vs. 4:1-3
Worldly Perspective- Better to Have Never Lived
Eternal Perspective- God Knows There is a Redeemer
Other Passages

Psalm 1: Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor
stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is
in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like
a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its
leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away. Therefore the wicked will not
stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; for
the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will
perish.
Luke 4:18–19 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”
Romans 8:20–21: For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but
because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free
from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God.

