SERMON TEXT

Matt. 26:36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said
to his disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 37 And taking with him
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then
he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch
with me.” 39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you
will.” 40 And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter,
“So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and pray that you may not
enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
Mt. 26:48 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the
man; seize him.” 49 And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!”
And he kissed him. 50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they
came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. 51 And behold, one of those who
were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of
the high priest and cut off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back
into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the sword.
Luke 22:54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high
priest’s house, and Peter was following at a distance. 55 And when they had kindled a
fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat down among
them. 56 Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely at
him, said, “This man also was with him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not
know him.” 58 And a little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of
them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” 59 And after an interval of about an hour still
another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was with him, for he too is a
Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about.” And
immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned
and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said
to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he
went out and wept bitterly.
Lk 23:48 And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw
what had taken place, returned home beating their breasts. 49 And all his
acquaintances and the women who had followed him from Galilee stood at a distance
watching these things… 54 It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was
beginning. 55 The women who had come with him from Galilee followed and saw the
tomb and how his body was laid. 56 Then they returned and prepared spices and
ointments. On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment.
John 20:1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early,
while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved,
and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know
where they have laid him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were
going toward the tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but the other disciple
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen
cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and
went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which
had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by
itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he
saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise
from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes.

EASTER THROUGH THE EYES OF PETER
Theme: Easter invites us into the story of the Risen Jesus and calls us to
respond.

#1 Thursday Evening/Friday: A Nap and The Sword
A. A Nap (Matthew 26:36-40)
B. The Sword (Matthew 26:48-52)

#2 Friday: The Rooster and Distance
A. The Rooster (Luke 22:54-62)
B. Distance (Luke 23:48-49)

#3 Saturday: Silence and The Sabbath
A. Silence
B. The Sabbath (Luke 23:54-56)

#4 Sunday: The Race and An Empty Tomb
A. The Race (John 20:1-4)
B. An Empty Tomb (John 20:5-10)

Other Passages
John 20:11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she
stooped to look into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where
the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 Having said this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus
said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing
him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus
said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go
to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to
my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples,
“I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her.

